The Mound, the Castle and Churches

kings whose policy it was to allow none to plunder
them but their royal selves, they reaped a harvest
greater than even the royal greed could reap.1 Their
position as chattels of the King, outside the power of
clergy or barons, and as citizens of little towns within
towns in whose life they took no part except to profit
by it, stirred the jealousy of the various classes.
Wild stories were circulated then, as on the Continent
still, of children carried off to be circumcised or
crucified. The sack of Jewry after Jewry was the
sign of popular hatred and envy during the Barons'
war. Soon the persecution of the law fell upon these
unhappy people. Statute after statute hemmed them
in. They were forbidden to hold real property,
to employ Christian servants, and to move through
the streets without two tell-tale white tablets of wool
on their breasts. Their trade, already crippled by
the competition of bankers, was annihilated by the
royal order which bade them renounce usury, under
the pain of death. At last Edward, eager to obtain
funds for his struggle with Scotland, yielded to the
fanaticism of his subjects and bought the grant of a

1 During the restoration of the Cathedral in 1856 a re-
markable crypt was discovered beneath the paving of the
choir. It was but seven feet long by five and a half, and
contained lockers at each end. It has been most reasonably-
supposed that this was a secret chamber, where the Uni-
versity Chest was deposited. This crypt, situated between
the north and south piers of the tower, was covered up after
investigation. The site of it recalls the time when charit-
able people were founding "chests" to help the education
of the poor. Grossetete in 124.0 issued an ordinance re-
gulating S. Frideswide's Chest, which received the fines
paid by the citizens. From this and other charitable funds
loans might be made to poor scholars on security of books
and so forth, no interest being charged. Charity thus
entered into competition with the usury of the Jews, who
had to be restrained by law from charging over 43 per cent, on
loans to scholars (1244).
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